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What is Sustainable Materials 

Management ?
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“An approach to serving 

human needs by 

using/reusing resources 

productively and 

sustainably throughout 

their life cycles, 

generally minimizing the 

amount of  materials 

involved and all 

associated 

environmental impacts.”
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Recycling Economic Information
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Importance of Recycling

• 757,000 jobs 

• $6.7 billion 

annually in tax 

revenues

• $9 billion are 

thrown away each 

year!

https://www.epa.gov/smm/recycling-

economic-information-rei-report
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https://www.epa.gov/smm/recycling-economic-information-rei-report


America Recycles Day 2018
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U.S. Recycling System 

Action Areas

• Education and Outreach

• Enhancing Materials 

Management 

Infrastructure

• Strengthening 

Secondary Materials 

Markets

• Enhancing Measurement
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Working Together to 

Improve Recycling Systems
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Additional EPA Efforts

• Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines

• Wrap Recycling Action Program

• WasteWise
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Next Steps

• Sign the Pledge!

– https://www.epa.gov/recy

cle/forms/america-

recycles-pledge

• Draft Recycling 

Framework Release

• America Recycles 

Summit 2019
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https://www.epa.gov/recycle/forms/america-recycles-pledge


Thank you! 

Cheryl T. Coleman, Director 

U.S. EPA Resource Conservation 

and Sustainability Division

Coleman.Cheryl@epa.gov

@EPAland
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