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Recycling Market Development Advisory Council (RMDAC) Meeting

South Carolina Department of Commerce

5 Technology Circle
Columbia, SC  29203
Thursday, May 16, 2019

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

RMDAC

Tina Huskey, Mumford Industries

Norman Chandler, Republic Services

Andy Spicer, Ph.D., USC Darla Moore School of Business

Wes Westbrooks, BMW

Angel Lara, Southeast Recycling Resources

Chad Prescott, Mid-Carolina Steel

Carol James-Gilchrist, Sonoco Recycling

Vic Carpenter, Kershaw County

Chris Fisher, Fisher Recycling

ABSENT

Drew Smith, Michelin

Kristen Brown, WasteZero

Chuck LaGrange, Greater Greenville Sanitation Commission

Bill Laursen, Universal Environmental Services

GUESTS

Glen Odom, Retired

Ronnie Grant, Retired

Stacey Washington, Office of Regulatory Staff

Catherine Reed, Office of Regulatory Staff

STAFF

Chantal Fryer, SC Department of Commerce

Anna DeLage, SC Department of Commerce

April Chaffins, SC Department of Commerce

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Wes Westbrooks motions to call the meeting to order at 10:01 AM

Acknowledgement of Visitors

Catherine Reed gives Office of Regulatory Staff update.  ORS provides a broad range of resources designed to help citizens, businesses, and public entities save energy – and money.  ORS provides low interest energy efficiency and clean energy loans to counties and school districts.  Edgefield County School District built a 500kW system that is accounting for almost all of their energy needs.  The Town of Saluda installed a 26 kW rooftop solar array.  They are using the credits to pay back the loan.  Conserfund loans are 1.5% for up to 10 years.  ORS has a one stop shop for solar information at http://solar.sc.gov/.   State want to collaborate with or agency and broaden the partnership.
MINUTES

The March 2019 RMDAC meeting minutes were approved.  Vis Carpenter abstained.
DISCUSSION

Anna DeLage provided a dashboard update.

General Updates

· Staff updates: Recycling Business Intern will start 5.28.19, 

· The SC Market Development team will be expanding as April Chaffins has been hired on as the Recycling/ ESF 24 project manager.  She will be assisting the recycling program 20 hrs a week and leading the Emergency Support Function for Business and Industry. 

· Staff will host the Recycling Industry Forum May 23rd  9:30am – 2:30pm at Segra Park.
· Branding and Engagement updates.  Business Services will be utilizing new marketing materials as they visit manufacturers across the state.
Business Site Visits

· 4/4/19 Cal Maine 

· 5/10/19 ACI Plastics

Carpet

· 4/30/19 CARE Board Meeting

· 5/1/19 CARE Conference Houston, TX: Staff presented to 75+ carpet recycling experts.  Many challenges in the industry, but optimism with large brands committing to chemical processing capacity. Indorama and Loop Industries, Eastman Chemical. 

Tires

· Tyler Smith with Michelin will be replacing Drew Smith on RMDAC.

· Presented DHEC with the results from the tire survey. 

· Anna DeLage was nominated chair of the national Scrap Tire Work Group for rubberized asphalt starting in April, first meeting held 4/25/19

· 5/19/19 Waste Tire Sustainability Group meeting hosted be Commerce and DHEC 

· SC will host Scrap to Profit meeting in Greenville, SC Dec 3-5 2019.  Staff engaged with The US Rubber Manufacturer’s Association on 5/14/19 to discuss the agenda

Don’t Waste Food SC

· 5/7/19 Staff attended a social media boot camp hosted by Clemson to better understand techniques to increase engagement and develop best marketing practices

· The Columbia Fireflies has joined as a Food Rescue US partner, and started donating food in April.

· Staff is working with Atlas Organics on increasing use of the Compost in SC signage

· Social media is transitioning under DHEC’s purview   

· USDA Grant Update

CPRC

· Exploring ISRI/CPRC meeting on plastics recycling for 2019. Developed survey to gauge interest in meeting on further plastics recycling education for ISRI and CPRC members.

Business Events

· 4/3/19 Staff presented at Chesterfield County Industry Roundtable 

· 4/5/19-4/7/19 Staff provided training and facilitation for YBMJ booth at International Festival in Columbia 

· 4/27/19 Staff City of Columbia to identify ways to incorporate recycling into their comprehensive plan

· 5/1/19 Staff attended Salute to Small Business

· 5/2/19 Staff met with Intelligent Lifecycles Solutions

· 5/3/19 Staff met with DHEC to review work plan

· 5/7/19 Staff presented at Richland County Industry Council

· 5/15/19 staff attended SWAC meeting

· DHEC Contamination Workshop May 21st Zion Lutheran Church 10:00am – 2:00pm.

DISCUSSION

Chantal Fryer will be sharing the story about SC’s Recycling economy at the Ameripen Conference in Washington DC in June.  Ameripen represents the North American packaging value chain by providing public policy makers with fact-based, material neutral, scientific information.  She will be speaking at the Summit for Recycling in Pueblo, CO as well as Albuquerque, NM for the first Southwest Regional Market Development Workshop in partnership with NRC June 11th.  
Potential meeting locations in 2020: BMW, Michelin, Adidas, Steel mill (winter), Repower, Nephron, Fuji, Krispy Kreme, Furman, Oconee Nuclear Duke Energy, Stacey has a connection, and Mumford Industries. 

National Updates:

NRC will be conducting regional marketing meetings.  Currently, there are 3 workshops scheduled in 2019 including one with the California Recycling Resources Association.  Staff is in the process of working with RRC/NRC on a workshop in New Orleans.  
There is a resurgence of tapping into those 10 yr old policies for buy recycled, and procurement for tracking green purchasing.  ORS would be interested in collaborating on the procurement effort.

OLD BUSINESS/MARKET UPDATES

Metal – there was a tumble due to an increase of supply for nonferrous and copper.  After the Malaysia catastrophe everyone is clamping down on materials.  Copper #2 is trying to find homes.  Aluminum is down $1,700’s tightness in oversupply.

Recycling – industry change toward the end of the year as other outside companies and investors start grasping what to do with the materials that are not leaving.  Industrial plastics we have companies looking for material.  New players in the market.  

Solid Waste – is doing well.  Need to raise recycling rates to increase volumes.  Stock is at an all-time high.
Paper - OCC is at $40 per ton next couple of months expecting it to go down.  This will not be a good year for cardboard or mixed paper which is at 0 right now.  This is not expected to get better anytime soon.
Carpet – Nylon 66 high demand.  Not enough of it.  Nylon 6 is steady.  Continuing doing development work with NC State with PET carpet make it into a non-trials going on next month at NC State.
Glass - Single stream glass is -$25T, clean glass is $25T.
NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURN

The RMDAC board meeting was adjourned at 11:21 AM

The next RMDAC meeting is scheduled for July 16, 2019 at SC Commerce 1201 Main, Suite 1600, Columbia SC 29201.

1201 Main Street, Suite 1600, Columbia, SC  29201 USA 

tel:  (803)737-0400  ·  fax:  (803)737-0418  ·  www.sccommerce.com
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