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Recycling Market Development Advisory Council (RMDAC) Meeting 

104 Maxwell Ave, Fl Sixth, Greenwood, SC 29649
Wednesday, Nov. 20th, 2019

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

RMDAC

Tina Huskey, Mumford Industries

Norman Chandler, Republic Services

Andy Spicer, Ph.D., USC Darla Moore School of Business

Angel Lara, Southeast Recycling Resources

Carol James-Gilchrist, Sonoco Recycling

Vic Carpenter, Kershaw County

Chris Fisher, Fisher Recycling

Wes Westbrooks, BMW

Kristen Brown, WasteZero

Bill Laursen, Universal Environmental Services

Joseph McMillin, Atlas Organics
ABSENT

Tyler Smith, Michelin

Chuck LaGrange, Greater Greenville Sanitation Commission

Chad Prescott, Mid-Carolina Steel

GUESTS

Glenn Odom, Retired

Ronnie Grant, Retired

Joel Willard, Cleanlites 

Brittany Langston, Shark Solutions
George Mumford, Mumford Industries
STAFF

Chantal Fryer, SC Department of Commerce

Anna DeLage, SC Department of Commerce

April Chaffins, SC Department of Commerce

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Wes Westbrooks motions to call the meeting to order at 9:03 AM

Acknowledgement of Visitors

James Bateman provides overview of the Greenwood Partnership Alliance. Greenwood County boasts a modern and diverse economic base, from Fujifilm’s North American manufacturing, distribution, and research and development headquarters to nationally recognized genetics research at the Greenwood Genetic Center. Approximately 26% of the local workforce is dedicated to manufacturing.  The Greenwood Promise is a county-wide educational initiative that promises every student who graduates from a Greenwood County public/private/accredited homeschool the opportunity to receive at least an associate’s degree or certificate from Piedmont Technical College. Students can attend another technical school within the state, if their desired degree or major is not offered locally. The tuition assistance program is place-based and ‘last dollar’, and will pay remaining tuition and fees after State and Federal scholarships and grants for all eligible students.
MINUTES

The September 2019 RMDAC meeting minutes were approved. 

UPDATES

Cleanlights started in Spartanburg SC, started in fluorescent bulbs.  99% light bulb recycling.  Expanded over the years, gotten into airbag recycling and solar panels.  They help manufacturers and automotive professionals become more sustainable. Proper destruction data storing devices used in finance has never been more important than it is today.  Airbags can also be recycled as well as solar panels (processer in Ohio, solar panels have cadmium).  Airbag transport can be tricky as there is an explosive device in the bag, that’s why they are stored in metal drums, per EPA and DOT requirements

GlassWRX: Glass WRX SC, a producer of recycled glass products and advanced materials has announced that it will invest $15.1 million in a manufacturing facility in Beaufort County, creating 63 jobs over the next five years. Glass WRX SC will operate at 302 Parker Drive in an existing 84,000 SF building located at the Beaufort Commerce Park, according to company owner and CEO, Chris Fisher. The business will collect glass from numerous sources throughout three states to be converted into various products, including kitchen counters, floor tiles, and wall materials. They create a lightweight, volcanic rock made of glass. The almost fully automated Beaufort facility will increase production capacity and allow for an expansion into new product lines. In addition to producing 30 to 40 countertops per day, the Beaufort facility will house new divisions making floor planks, tiles for floors and walls, and complete wall systems with recycled glass, Fisher said. The company also plans to start making foamed glass aggregate, which will allow for a significant increase in recovered glass consumption. The plant will initially have a capacity of about 75,000 tons of recovered glass a year, he said. Applications could support agribusiness, construction, storm water applications, and many more.
Shark Solutions is a Danish based cleantech market leader focused on giving a new life to post-consumer PVB (PolyVinyl Butyral) from windshields and architectural/building glass (laminated glass). They are passionate about this superior raw material and eliminating the need for companies to dispose of it in landfills.

Their PVB recycling factories in Europe and the USA transform this former waste material into advanced sustainable polymers that have use in many industrial applications worldwide.

Through their patented glass separation systems, which they offer for high volume glass recycling companies, can now separate glass from PVB for use in many industrial applications.

This unique combination provides not only a system that separates PVB from post-consumer glass, but also a sustainable solution for the separated PVB to be transformed into a variety of useable new raw materials. This makes industrial scale laminated glass recycling a reality.
DISCCUSSION
We need a recycling app for business-to-business support, myth busters, locations of recyclers, as well as a mapping tool.

Increasing tipping and landfill fees by a small rate over time would have a large impact, even if it is $.50T annually.

EI Visit Message: There are options out there.

Staff is in the process of updating the economic fact card for recycling.  Now is a good time to communicate clean, empty and dry materials, circular economy, innovation, and looking forward to the new face of recycling. 

Work on these narratives, “Why is my recycler being ‘unreasonable” and “If you give me this product, I’ll pay you for it.”

Legislative education
Provide tax incentives for recyclers.

We all need to have the same message, especially the national message.

Spicer: Let’s not focus on legislation, let’s focus on education, matchmaking, and the recycling app. 

Look at longer-term goals like a glass bottle bill.

Have a DHEC person come to a meeting.
Action Items: Form a committee to discuss deeper on Dec 9th.

Poll Everywhere Results

On the Recycling Market Development Advisory Council, we work to...
	Education and awareness

	Educate businesses about the recycling industry's economic impact

	Educate (mentioned twice)

	Speak for both the recycling industry as well as the recycler.

	Inform (mentioned twice)

	Further recycling in SC & increase educational awareness.

	Increase recycling awareness through education

	Further the recycling mission in SC and increase educational awareness.

	Spread recycling awareness

	Market activities

	To facilitate industry growth

	Provide value

	Create a network for businesses as a resource.

	Assist recycling industry

	Enhance the functioning and effectiveness of recycling markets in South Carolina

	Recycle more recycle right

	Make manufacturers productive and profitable

	Promote recycling infrastructure

	Promote recycling infrastructure and promote  diversion through circular economies in the state of SC

	Close the loop locally


What are some long term projects that RMDAC should work toward?

	Education

	Educating legislators (mentioned twice)

	Education

	Common information sharing statewide  (mentioned twice)

	Online Recycling business directory

	Market matchmaking: personally and online/Matchmaking

	Networking app

	Legislation/policy 

	Glass Bottle Bill

	Find a receptive/friendly recycling/landfill legislator(s)

	Business tax incentives for recycling/Incentives

	Taxes

	Develop localized recycling solutions

	Glass recycling

	Tire recycling

	Share best practice

	Raising landfill tipping fees/Landfill fees

	Municipal recycling 

	Municipal benchmarks

	City events requiring recycling instead of trash

	Municipal competitions


Laursen Update on Oil:  International shipping is a large and growing source of greenhouse gas emissions. The EU supports global action to tackle these emissions and has put in place EU-wide data collection measures. Emissions are projected to increase significantly if mitigation measures are not put in place swiftly, and these will only increase if left unchecked.  At the same time, there is significant untapped potential to reduce shipping emissions cost-effectively. Many technical and operational measures, such as slow steaming, weather routing, contra-rotating propellers, and propulsion efficiency devices can deliver more fuel savings than the investment required. Strategies include:
· Monitoring, reporting, and verification of CO2 emissions from large ships using EU ports.
· Greenhouse gas reduction targets for the maritime transport sector.
· Further measures, including market-based measures in the medium to long term.
OLD BUSINESS/MARKET UPDATES

Scrap metal went up $20 T. 

Nylon 66 is in high demand.
OCC held at $35T, export markets are picking up, but price is not. 

Glass has stayed the same.
Recycling industry as discussed today, we are dealing with contamination and much more. 
Compost sales are at a record high this fall at $16.10 T for material.
Aluminum is at $70.
NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURN

The RMDAC board meeting was adjourned at 11:57am
The next RMDAC meeting is scheduled for January 21st, 2020 at the South Carolina Department of Commerce.
1201 Main Street, Suite 1600, Columbia, SC  29201 USA 

tel:  (803)737-0400  ·  fax:  (803)737-0418  ·  www.sccommerce.com
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