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Recycling Market Development Advisory Council (RMDAC) Meeting

South Carolina Department of Commerce

1201 Main Street, Capitol Center Tower, Suite 1600
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Tuesday, March 17th, 2020

10:00 AM – noon
 1-800-753-1965,7374460#
RMDAC

Kristen Brown, WasteZero

Tina Huskey, Mumford Industries

Norman Chandler, Republic Services

Bill Laursen, Universal Environmental Services

Andy Spicer, Ph.D., USC Darla Moore School of Business

Wes Westbrooks, BMW

Angel Lara, Southeast Recycling Resources

Carol James-Gilchrist, Sonoco Recycling
Allison Brockman, City of Greenville

Chris Fisher, GlassWRX SC

Joseph McMillin, Atlas Organics
ABSENT

Vic Carpenter, Kershaw County

Tyler Smith, Michelin
Chad Prescott, Mid Carolina Steel

Brad Dutton, Dutton Polymers
GUESTS

Glen Odom, Retired

Ronnie Grant, Retired

STAFF

Anna DeLage, SC Department of Commerce

April Chaffins, SC Department of Commerce

Chantal Fryer, SC Department of Commerce

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Wes Westbrooks motions to call the meeting to order at 10:10 AM

April Chaffins offered services if companies have COVID 19 questions.
MARKET UPDATES
Glass: Chris is taking clean glass into the new GlassWRX facility. Single stream glass is ($-25T - $-40T)
Tina: One of Mumford’s regrind clients has cut off services and is waiting on plastics markets to stabilize because of the low oil prices. Companies will be dependent on what happens to the industry.  Recycling deals in a commodity market and everything is down.

Petroleum: Staff is monitoring daily. Oil opened at $29.56, that is a 54% drop year to date.  It will get worse before it gets better.  China represents 15% worldwide oil production.  There has been a price war between Saudi Arabia and OPEC.
Republic: Customers requesting pauses in service, COVID 19 is having an impact on services and of course this will have an economic impact.
Wes: Building vehicles but slowing down the line at BMW.  A lot of components come from Asia and those economies are also recovering. 

USC shut down, everyone abroad is coming home.  Professors have to figure out how to teach online in the next week.
Carpet: Nylon 66 is down.  Had a successful trial at NC State.  There are a lot of companies that can take a percentage of recycled content to meet their sustainability goals. The 12 trials started at 5% and went to 30%.  25% and lower worked well, higher than that was not as successful. There is a wide array of products that this can go into, anything that is melt blown (nonwovens).
OCC is running wide open domestically.  Market went up to $50T.  Domestically not a lot has changed.
MINUTES

The January 2020 RMDAC meeting minutes were approved.

DISCUSSION
The marketing campaign was discussed.  The decision has been made to pause this campaign for now until we can get a better handle on what is happening amidst COVID-19. 
Action item: Staff is working with the Hyatt and legal to look into cancelation options for the May contracted Recycling Industry Forum event.
All meetings will shift to virtual meetings until further notice.
OLD BUSINESS

None. 
NEW BUSINESS

Kristen will send update.
ADJOURN

The RMDAC board meeting was adjourned at 11:06 am.
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