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After achieving the second-highest year of industry recruitment in 
South Carolina history with $9.22 billion in capital investment and
14,120 announced jobs, our state continues to maintain strong
economic activity. Several companies that chose to call South Carolina
home in 2023, including Scout Motors and e-Vac Magnetics, are part of
the sustainability movement. This commitment helps achieve the
South Carolina Department of Commerce’s (S.C. Commerce) vision –
which is to embrace the future to ensure South Carolina’s sustainable
advantage. We aim to support all our state’s companies in maximizing
resources, thus lowering costs and boosting efficiency while reducing
their carbon footprint.

When businesses recycle, they tap into a domestic source of materials,
helping create a resilient and durable supply chain, bolstered by 
South Carolina’s more than 300 recycling companies. In 2023,
recycling-related companies announced $1,756,200,000 in capital
investment, representing 2,178 new jobs. With a $13.6 billion economic
impact, the state’s recycling industry benefits our communities and
the environment.

South Carolina hosts every phase of the battery life cycle. In March
2023, Cirba Solutions announced it is establishing South Carolina
operations in Richland County. The approximately 400,000-square-
foot, world-class lithium-ion battery recycling and materials campus
will support the United States domestic lithium-ion battery supply
chain and provide enough premium recycled battery-grade metal salts
to power over 500,000 electric vehicle batteries annually.

Our state is also a leader in recycling advanced materials. ZEB Metals, a
buyer and trader of non-ferrous scrap, as well as a recycler of metals
other than iron and steel, is relocating from Kentucky to Berkeley
County. This new operation will process dross and other types of
secondary aluminum scrap that would otherwise be destined for a
landfill. It will be the first secondary re-melt facility of its kind in the
Southeast region of the United States.

Recognizing the importance of finding markets for materials that have
traditionally been discarded, in 2023, S.C. Commerce and the South
Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control launched
the South Carolina Material Exchange (SCME). The free, online
matchmaking tool allows companies to advertise hard-to-recycle
materials and connect with recycling companies that can utilize the
product. SCME helps businesses, industries and other organizations
divert waste from landfills and meet their sustainability goals. By
connecting users, the platform provides an additional step in
preserving resources to better protect the environment.

Each of us has a role in recycling. As South Carolina’s Secretary of
Commerce, my goal is to launch and support the recycling efforts of
businesses and industries to help South Carolina maintain its legacy of
beauty for future generations.
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RECYCLING MARKET
DEVELOPMENT
ADVISORY COUNCIL 
RMDAC supports the economic growth of South
Carolina's recycling industry through building
recycling markets, increasing material recovery
and promoting the recycling value chain.
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FY: July 1 ,  2022 - June 30, 2023

Revisions to
initial report:
no revisions
necessary to
the initial
report.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1

Description
and analysis of
MSW recycling
during
previous year.
The recycling
rate for 2023
is 20.9%.
RMDAC will
continue to
work with
businesses and
industry to
grow recycling
markets and
develop
strategies to
help increase
the recovery
and recycling 
of materials. 

Recommendations
regarding materials
which should be
added or deleted from
source separation,
recovery and recycling
programs, and to
increase the recovery
of recyclable materials.
RMDAC will continue
to work toward
recovery, recycling and
sustainable material
management options
for the following:
including, but not
limited to, carpet,
glass, plastic
containers, metals,
scrap tires, electronics,
lithium-ion batteries,
textiles, construction
and demolition
materials, universal
wastes that can be
recycled/repurposed
and organics. 

Any other recommendations, including tax
incentives, to facilitate the development of
markets for recovered materials or products 
in the state.

Add recycling to the types of businesses
qualifying for job tax credits. 
Encourage recycling infrastructure in the
design for multi-family establishments. 
Encourage companies to share best
management practices for business
recycling. 
Encourage Pay as You Throw as a
mechanism to increase capture of
recyclables. 
Encourage businesses to adopt a framework
for an economy that is restorative and
regenerative by design. 
Encourage the use of scrap tire rubber to be
incorporated into asphalt paving mixes for
road construction. Develop partnerships to
find alternative ways of using waste tires for
higher end uses. 
Secure funding for a recycling market
development grant to assist with capital
costs for physical infrastructure to increase
the capacity or improve efficiency of a
recycling operation.
Support a plan to bolster lithium-ion battery
recycling infrastructure to support the
state’s growing electric vehicle economy.  
Incentivize large to medium-sized
companies to report recycling data. 
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SC Recycling 
Industry Snapshot

2019 - 2023

$6.6 Billion
Capital Investment

5,008
Jobs Created

38
New/Existing

Businesses



Paper

Paper Recovery Facilities in South Carolina

The recovered paper market rarely experiences a
dull moment. This year’s market was lowest at the
beginning of 2023,  then finished with the price up
more than 200%. This upward movement
throughout the past year was a recovery from the
most significant crash in history: a post-pandemic
reset where the price dropped $120 per ton over a
four-month period in the second half of 2022. The
2023 price recovery was driven by steady domestic
demand, significant new capacity in the SE and
decent export demand, coupled with much lower-
than-normal industry collections. The industry
collected just over 45 million tons of recovered paper
in 2023, which was the lowest collections year in a
decade and much less than the 53-million-ton peak
in 2018. It’s also important to note that several new
mills started up 2023 with consumption capacity
over two million tons, likely more than ever in one
year over the history of the industry. 

This is emblematic of an emerging dynamic: the
shift to recycling mills versus pulp consuming mills.
It appears the vast majority of mills shutting down
are pulp consuming mills, while the new mills
starting up are 100% recycled. This will put more
pressure on recovered paper demand and will likely
drive pricing above historical averages. There are
many moving pieces throughout the industry. As
stated, there is never a dull moment in the
recovered paper markets. It will be interesting to see
what the future brings.   

It appears the vast majority of mills
shutting down are pulp consuming
mills, while the new mills starting
up are 100% recycled.

45 
The industry collected just over 

forty-five million tons of 
recovered paper in 2023.

million
tons























http://www.recyclinginsc.com/directory/
https://www.scmaterialexchange.org/







